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Detailed Action 

1. 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, because the 
specification, while being enabling for reading an original of a predetermined size, does 
not reasonably provide enablement for "conveying in accordance with the position of 
the abnormal data." The specification does not enable any person skilled in the art to 
which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make the invention 
commensurate in scope with these claims. Correction is required. 
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2. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

Claims 1-4, 11, 12, 14, 16 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Kameyama. 



Application/Control Number: 10/021,524 



Art Unit: 2625 



Page 4 



With respect to claim 1, Kameyama teaches a reading apparatus 1, according to 
figure 2, comprising: an original convey unit (5, 6, 8, 9 and 10); an image reading unit 
2/34 adapted to read the original and claimed; an abnormality detection unit (sensor 7 in 
combination with system controller 21/31 taken together; and control unit 21 or 31 
adapted to limit reading operation of an original having a predetermined size as 
claimed. Control means 21/31 functions performing a no read operation until it has 
been detected that the abnormality has been corrected. Such abnormality could result 
from , blurs, streaks on the white roller or defects in the photocell used in scanning. In 
the event of abnormalities in the photocell, the corrective processing is executed with 
respect to the position of the abnormality of the photocell. Page 5, lines 30-33 suggests 
if the abnormality is detected, a change in the read position is executed in order to find a 
read position where a minimum abnormality signal is detected. Moreover, in the second 
mode, adjacent pixels, determined to be normal, are substituted for the abnormal 
detected pixels. 

With respect to claims 2 and 12, the detection of the continuity of the 
abnormality is determined by the length of the blur or streak that is detected by the 
system controller 21/31 . The position of the abnormality is the photocell that actually 
determines where the streak or blur starts and ends. Continuity and position data are 
measured by the length of adjacent photo cells and their positions used to detect the 
abnormality , see col. 6, lines 8-10 and col. 7, lines 10-29. 
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With respect to claims 4 and 14, Continuity and position data are measured 
by the length of adjacent photo cells and their positions used to detect the abnormality , 
see col. 6, lines 8-10 and col. 7, lines 10-29. The width is determined by the number or 
cells arrayed in the width direction that determine the presence of the abnormality. 

With respect to claim 1 1 , Kameyama teaches an abnormality detection unit 
(sensor 7 in combination with system controller 21/31 taken together; and control unit 
21 or 31 adapted to limit reading operation of an original having a predetermined size as 
claimed. Control means 21/31 functions performing a no read operation until it has 
been detected that the abnormality has been corrected. Such abnormality could result 
from , blurs, streaks on the white roller or defects in the photocell used in scanning. In 
the event of abnormalities in the photocell, the corrective processing is executed with 
respect to the position of the abnormality of the photocell. Page 5, lines 30-33 suggests 
if the abnormality is detected, a change in the read position is executed in order to find a 
read position where a minimum abnormality signal is detected. Moreover, in the second 
mode, adjacent pixels, determined to be normal, are substituted for the abnormal 
detected pixels. 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/021 ,524 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2625 

With respect to claim 16 Kameyama teaches a program (inherently stored in 
system memory 32) causing a computer (system controller 31) to execute the reading 
method. 

With respect to claim 17, Kameyama teaches a storage medium (system 
memory 32) for storing a program in a computer (system 31). 
3. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jerome Grant II whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7463. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri. from 9:00 to 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Coles can be reached on 571-272-7402. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



J. GraStll 



